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When  it  was  first  built,  Pottsgrove 
Mansion  drew  wondering  visitors 
from  as  far  as  thirty  to  forty  miles — 
a long  journey  over  frontier  trails — to 
view  with  amazement  its  size  and 
beauty.  The  lovely  Georgian  mansion, 
still  standing  today  just  west  of  Potts- 
town  on  the  Pennsylvania  Trail  of 
History,  has  lost  none  of  this  original 
charm.  Built  in  the  1750’s  by  John 
Potts,  a wealthy  ironmaster,  its  sand- 
stone exterior  and  twenty-four-inch 
walls  have  withstood  well  the  passage 
of  two  centuries. 

The  comfort  and  elegance  of  the  interior 
aptly  reflect  the  eminence  which  the  Potts  family 
had  attained.  John  Potts’  father,  Thomas,  had 
been  the  partner  of  Thomas  Rutter,  who  had 
established  Pennsylvania’s  first  iron  furnace  in 
1720,  at  Colebrookdale,  a short  distance  from 
the  future  Pottsgrove.  By  the  end  of  his  life, 
Thomas  owned  an  interest  in  several  furnaces, 
and  son  John  further  expanded  the  family  iron- 
works to  nine  furnaces.  John  also  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  what  was  then  upper 
Philadelphia  County,  trying  all  civil  and  criminal 
cases  in  that  district.  Such  a standard  of  accom- 
plishment warranted  a stately  home. 

Pottsgrove  Mansion  was  begun  in  1752,  but 
the  difficulty  of  transporting  men  and  supplies 
through  the  densely  wooded  countryside  slowed 
its  completion.  The  resulting  mansion  more  than 
fulfilled  its  purpose.  It  was  a work  of  art.  The 
Georgian  interior,  with  its  simple  overmantels  and 
corner  cupboards,  its  cushioned  window  seats,  and 
its  simple  elegance,  found  few  rivals  in  its  day, 
even  in  Philadelphia.  The  large  central  hallway 
remains  a major  architectural  feature  today.  The 
furniture,  primarily  Philadelphia  Chippendale, 
provides  yet  another  example  of  the  rising  pros- 
perity and  the  resulting  demand  for  refinement 
made  by  such  men  as  John  Potts. 

Shortly  after  the  completion  of  Pottsgrove, 
Potts  turned  his  energies  to  establishing  a village, 


eventually  to  become  Pottstown,  the  first  town  in 
Montgomery  County.  He  planned  the  street  pat- 
tern carefully,  laying  down  a main  thoroughfare, 
High  Street,  a hundred  feet  wide. 

John  and  his  wife  Ruth  had  thirteen  children, 
several  of  whom  made  the  family  name  even  more 
prominent.  Thomas  was  a member  of  the  State 


Constitutional  Convention  in  1776,  a colonel  in 
the  American  Revolution,  and  a charter  member 
of  Benjamin  Franklin’s  American  Philosophical 
Society.  Jonathan  served  as  Director  General  of 
Hospitals  for  the  American  Army,  and  was  thus 
a member  of  Washington’s  staff.  Isaac’s  home 
at  Valley  Forge  became  Washington’s  headquar- 
ters during  the  winter  of  1777-78.  Son  John, 
on  the  other  hand,  joined  the  British  forces. 

A long-held  family  tradition  relates  that 
George  and  Martha  Washington  enjoyed  several 
visits  to  Pottsgrove.  Washington  supposedly  spent 
several  days  after  the  Brandywine  battle  of  the 
Revolution  here  while  his  troops  rested  at  “Camp 
Pottsgrove”  four  miles  away  on  Swamp  Creek. 
Martha  is  said  to  have  journeyed  often  to  Potts- 
grove while  her  husband  wintered  at  Valley  Forge, 
and  to  have  received  visits  there  from  both  him 
and  his  aide,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette. 

Pottsgrove  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Potts 
family  for  several  generations  after  the  death  of 
its  builder.  In  the  late  nineteenth  century,  how- 
ever, the  building  became  the  Mill  Park  Hotel, 
and  was  used  by  visitors  attending  the  Pottstown 
fairgrounds  to  the  north.  In  1940,  it  was  pur- 
chased by  the  descendants  of  John  Potts,  and  in 
1941  ownership  was  transferred  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Pennsylvania  His- 
torical Commission.  Restoration  to  its  original 
condition  was  carried  out  during  the  next  few 


years;  a new  roof  was  installed,  some  of  the  stone 
work  at  the  front  of  the  house  was  rebuilt,  and 
various  minor  alterations  were  made.  The  fur- 
nishings and  household  items  on  display  today, 
representative  of  the  colonial  period,  have  been 
loaned  from  individuals  and  institutions. 

With  its  official  re-opening  on  its  200th  an- 
niversary in  1952,  Pottsgrove  stood  once  again 
as  a monument  to  John  Potts  and  others  who 
brought  a civilizing  influence  to  the  Pennsylvania 
frontier.  As  it  is  maintained  today,  with  the 
lovely  eighteenth-century  flower  and  herb  garden, 
its  period  furnishings,  and  its  outstanding  colonial 
architecture,  Pottsgrove  Mansion  commands  the 
same  admiration  from  the  modern  traveler  as  it 
did  from  his  eighteenth-century  predecessor. 


Visiting  Hours 


Daylight  Saving  Time:  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M. 
weekdays  except  Monday;  1:00  to  5:00  P.M. 
Sunday. 

Winter:  9:00  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays  ex- 
cept Monday;  1:00  to  4:30  P.M.  Sunday. 
Hours  subject  to  change. 

Telephone:  Pottstown,  Code  215,  326-4014 


Another  historic  site  of  great  interest,  show- 
ing the  type  of  iron  plantation  common  to  the 
period  when  Pottsgrove  was  erected,  can  be  seen 
at  Hopewell  Village,  administered  by  the  Na- 
tional Park  Service.  Its  location  is  shown  on 
the  map  below. 


